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Pape 14. line ult. for. Colonel, read Council. - 8 8 
15. line 4. for the Company” $ forces, read the King's 


LS; and Company 's forces. PLE | 7 8 
35. line 11. for Colonel, read Coundil.! 
29. line 23. for Plaſſis, read Plaſſey. 
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To THE 


„„ 
EAST INDIA STOCK. 


HE laſt Election of the India Direc- 
tors drew many unj uſt attacks on my 
character; and it is probable, I may 
be ; cenſored. by ſome, for having ſuffered | 
ſuch reports as were ſpread againſt me du- 
ring the conteſt to have remained ſo long 
unanſwered ;_ but knowing, that even the 
authors of them could not themſelves be- 
lieve them; and conſcious to myſelf, that 
every part of my conduct, in the great ſhare 1 
had in the management of the Company's af- 
fairs, would bear the moſt rigid ſerutiny, and 
the more HOY be the more approved; I held 


them 


[i 1 
them in too much contempt to merit any an- 
_- ſwer. But as I find the unjuſt attack on my 


character has been followed by an attack on 
my fortune, and inſinuations thrown out to 
juſtify theſe proceedings, very injurious to my 
honour, I reluctantly ſubmit to vindicate my- 
ſelf, and muſt rely upon the candour of the 


Proprietors, not to impute it to oſtentatious 


vanity, if in ſpeaking of myſelf I do aver, that 


I founded all my actions in their ein on 


honourable motives. 
To flate this clearly, I am obliged to go 
back to that period when commerce was the 


Company's ſole object. The firſt principle on 


which the Company's ſettlements were eſta- 


bliſhed, was intirely commercial. The Mogul 
government had, during the long and wiſe ad- 


miniſtration of Aurengzebe, taken ſuch deep 
Toot,' that the many nations which formed the 
empife of Indoſtan were ſubjugated to the Mo- 


gul in various fortns ; ſome of them tributary 


and hereditary, and others governed by Na- 


bobs, or Viceroys, under the immediate ap- 


dointment of the Emperors. 


Such 


L 4 qt . 

Such was the ſtate of the empire when the 
Engliſh ſettled in India; and, in the reign of 
Furruckſeer, they obtained phirmonds, or 
royal grants, for eſtabliſhin g themſelves in 
Bengal, Madraſs, and Surat, with privilege of 
trading duty- free; and a grarft of a certain 
diſtrict of land to ſettle upon, and liberty to 
fortify and govern themſelves by, their own 
laws. But as the Engliſh. ſaw no violence to 
be apprehended from a people who had a juſt 
idea of commerce, and a government at that 
time well adminiſtred, they built with very 
little view of defence, and carried on their 
trade free from oppreſſion. 

The governors of the diſtant provinces diſco- 
vering the weakneſs to which the power of the 
Emperor was reduced by the invaſion of Nadir 
Shah, were no longer reſtrained by fear; each aſ- 

ſamed and exerciſed ſovereign authority over his 
province, and looked on his government as an 
heritage to his family. Scarce any more of the 
annual ſums, before paid by them to the Mo- 
gul, were ſent to court; and, to maintain 
themſelves in their ſovercignty; they levied 
forces far beyond what the ordinary revenues 
= REY would 
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would maintain: From hence pppreſſions be- 


came neceſſary, and, in their turn, the Eu- 


ropeans were oppreſſed, not only in their trade, 


but large ſums extorted from them by vio- 
lence. Monſ. Dupleix, the Governor of Pon- 


dicherry, was the firſt who took the alarm, and 
was the firſt who diſcovered the ſuperiority of 
European diſcipline, and from hence was led 


into the idea of acquiring a territorial fove- 


reignty in India. 


It is probable, he at firſt extended his views 
no farther than a diſtrict round Pondicherry; 
but when once engaged i in the politics of the 
country, his ſucceſſes ſo far ſurpaſſed his ex- 
pectation, and opened ſuch a ſcene of power 


to him, that he diſdained the narrow limits he 


might at firſt preſcribe to himſelf ; and no 
doubt but they were enlarged, not only to 
the conqueſt of the Carnatic, but to the ex- 
tirpation of all other European nations, and 
even to the reduction of the whole Mogul 
empire, and to make it a dependant ſtate on 
the crown of France. 

The Engliſh 'beheld his progreſs with aſto- 


niſhment;” but were not rouzed to action, till 
| they 


* 


they found themſelves on the point of being 
ſwallowed up by the French power. Forced 
to it, they with reluctance, in 1750, undertook. 
the ſupport of Mahomed Ally againſt Chunda ; 
Saheb, under whoſe name the French carried 

on their ambitious projects. 4 
It is not my intention to enter into a mi- 
nute detail of that long war, maintained on 
our ſide againſt a conſtant ſu; periority of num- 
bers, at the expence of the lives of many 
thouſands of brave men, and at the riſque of 
near a million ſterling of the Company s pro- 
perty; 4 Mall only obſerve, that from our 
| ſucceſſes, the Nabob's ſituation was ſo different 
at the end of the year 1753, from what it was 
in 1750, at which time the ſingle city of 
Trichinopoly was the only part of his do- 
minions that remained unconquered by the 
French, that i in 1753 he had recovered, and 
was maſter of, almoſt the whole Carnatic; and 
at that time the French reſources ſeemed near- 
ly exhauſted. LT 
The French Company, elated at the ſuc- 
ceſs which attended Monſ. Dupleix in the com- 
mencement of the war, at firſt faintly approved 
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European powers, the unforeſeen events of 
war, and the deviati ng ſo widely from their 
2 natural object of commerce, rendering the 
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his en but the oppaſition of che other 


event very uncertain, there was nothing could 
Ax their faith in the rectitude of thaſe mea- 
ſures, but ſucceſſes that might attend them, 
and a happy period to the war, which Monſ. 
Dupleix promiſed them in every letter. But, 


5 inſtead of theſe ſucceſſes, they ſaw the coun- 


tries, of which they expected the revenues 
would be their reward, in the hands of their 
enemies, and their ſtock. exhauſting in the 


| ſupport of an uncertain war, which ruined 
their trade, and the manufactories of t the coun- 


try, from which they had before reaped advan. 


tages ſuitable to their eſtabliſhment. 


| The war appeared in the ſame light to + 
Engliſh Company, and therefore .both agreed 


on a neutrality for the Carnatic, till means 

7 mould be found to put an end to that and all 
future wars by negociations at home. But as 
it regarded the Carnatic. only, it did not check 


the progreſs of the French arms in the Decan, 
the Saubah of 2 had ceded to them Maſſu- 


Uipatan, 


355 
lipatan, and four provinces, which yielded them 
a revenue of 400, ooo l. ſterling a year. Nor did 
there appear any check to their progreſs in 
chat country: the French gave law, by their 
influence over the Soubah, to a country as ex- 
tenſive and populous as France; and by a pru- 
dent management of what they had ſo acquired, 
er by increaſe of dominion, it was in their power 
even then to have laid a foundation on which M. 
Dupleix's great ideas of conqueſt might have 
been realized. And altho' the French Company 
| themſelves ſhould have choſen to adhere to their 
commercial intereſts, Dupleix's projects ſuited 
too well with that ſpirit of conqueſt which 
prevails in the French court, to be neglected; 
and upon the breaking out of the war it is 
reaſonable to conclude, from the forces ſent 
out under General Lally, that they adopted 
them in their utmoſt extent. Our ſettlements 


were but a ſecondary object; cheir forces were 


ſo formidable, that they, with great probabi- 
 lity, imagined them a trifling obſtacle, (which 
ſurmounted) Cape Comerin and the Ganges 
might have been the boundaries of their do- 
ninions. The ſpirited efforts of Mr. Pocock 
* „ TY 


could 


1 


could not prevent their landing their army: 
ö * 


St. Davids fell; no obſtacle but Fort St. 
| George remained to the accompliſhment of 
their farther conqueſts. Here they met with 
a reſiſtance ſuitable to the importance of the 


object; and I am perſuaded, that Meſſrs. Pi- 


oth Laurence, Draper, and many other gen- 
tlemen of the garriſon would have been buried 


under its ruins, ſooner than have ſurrendered 
the place. OS RARE 
The fiege was raiſed, their army reduced, 


and misfortunes preſſed them on every fide. 


Prior to the ſiege of Madraſs, they had loſt 


all their ſettlements in Bengal : four hundred 


Europeans, ſent under Col. Ford into the De- 
can, by the great ſucceſs of that gallant officer, 
put a period to their expectations in that 
country. The reduction of Maſulipatan, the 


four northern provinces, and the making all the 
French army there priſoners, greatly contri- 

buted to our ſucceſs at Fort St. George, as it 

| diverted great part of the French forces, who 
otherwiſe would have been called to the ſiege 


of Madraſs, and deprived them of ſupplies o. 


money and proviſions. And finally, as Co. 


Fords 


11 


Ford's: expedition obliged the F rench to ſend - 


from the coaſt 500 men for the relief of Maſu- 
lparan, of whom very few returned to Pondi- 


cherry, the French were reduced to act upon _ 
the defenſive only, and were greatly diſtrefled 


for money and proviſions, : which Fort St. 


George was plentifully ſupplied with from Ben- 


gal. Under theſe circumſtances” the fall of 


Pondicherry cloſed the ſcene of all their glory, 


and left them not a foot of land in India. 


Thus have I traced, from its commencement, 


the progreſs and iflue of a war, begun'on prin- 


ciples of French ambition, but happily ter- 


minated by the greateſt efforts of valour and 


good conduct on the part of the Engliſh. 1. 


flatter myſelf, that every Proprietor muſt re- 
ceive infinite pleaſure in the reflection, that 
they will ſoon reap the benefit of theſe great 
and glorious ſucceſſes, now ſecured to them by 
the XIth article of the definitive treaty. Al- 


though there are ſome geographical errors, 


ſuch as making the Soubah of Bengals domi- 
nions extend near 200 miles more than they 


do, to Yanam, and making that place the 


739 
* a. 2 


northern inſtead of the ſouthern part of the coaſt 
. of 


0 
of Orixa: the agg Salabad 1 ing 


lawful Soubah of the Decan, and Mahomed Ally 


Can lawful Nabob of the Carnatic; had bet- 
ter have been omitted for ſeveral reaſons, and 
may be productive of diſputes hereafter be- 


tween the two Companies: yet, upon the 
whole, the article is very advantageous to the 
Eaſt India Company. 


As my oppoſition originally aroſe foi the 
e in the Preliminary Articles, (in which 


the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company ap- 
peared to me to be much expoſed) it affords 
me a very particular pleaſure to think that 1 
have been any ways inſtrumental to the amend- 
ment of that article relative to the Company. 
Of the part I acted in it, Mr; Wood himſelf 
- bore teſtimony in the general court; and tho 
it had but little weight at that time, yet I 
per ſuade my ſelf, that when the voice of cla- 
mour ceaſes, that, like every other part of my 
conduct towards the company, will be found 
o have ſprung from the warmeſt zeal for their | 


honour and intereſt. | 
As to myſelf, I can "i truth affirm, that 


the principal motive that induced me to offer © 


myſelt 


1 Ti 
— a eandidate for the India Direction, was 
the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company; and 
my reaſons for eſpouſing the eauſe of Mr. 
Rous, aroſe from a conviction of his ! integrity. 
Contrary to my expectation, my opponents, 
the very men who had ſo often concurred in 
giving me the moſt public teſtimonies of their 
ſenſe of my ſervices, were men that oppoſed 
my coming into the Direction. Better verſed 

in ſuch buſineſs than myſelf, they prevailed in 
this diſpute, and every ſpecies of calumny was 
made uſe of that malice could invent; and 
the firſt ſtep my opponents took, after the 
election, was to order their ſervants abroad to 
ſtop the rents of my eſtate in the Eaſt Indies, 
which they themſelves had regularly paid me 
for ſeveral years, without objection. Their 
motives for taking ſuch a ſtep at ſuch a time 
are too obvious to be inſiſted upon. | 
Anonymous letters in the public papers were 
the channel my enemies choſe for thoſe dif. 
honourable. reflections, which not one amongſt 
them would hare dared to have ſet their 
names to. 


1 have 


l 
L have collected, from the heap of abſurdi- 
ties publiſned on that occaſion in the Gazet- 


ter of the 12th of > I Abs 3, the FEY 
articles. 


1ſt. That I had refuſed to anſwer certain in- 
quiries reſpecting the diſtribution of the Na- 


bob's treaſure. 


2dly. That I had done injuſtice to the rela- 


| tions. of the unhappy ſufferers in the Black 


Hole, by with-holding from them the ſums 


ſtipulated by treaty for their indemnification. 


3dly. That having depoſed the Nabob, I 


entered the treaſury, and diſtributed the wealth 
according to the pleaſure of thoſe” intruſted 


with the Company's authority, leaving the 
Nabob deſtitute, and neceſſitated to borrow 


money of the Company for his neceſſary ex- 
pences; by all which the Company may here- 
after become reſponſible to the Mogul. 


Athly. That no ſervant of the Company 


| ſhall remit money home but by their caſh, 


which order I broke through, by renting 
large ſums by the Dutch calls 


5thly. That J was guilty of a breach of 
truſt, by ſupplying a Portugueſe ſhip, bound 
t from 


1 3 1 
; from Bengal to Liſbon, with goods and money, 
to the great detriment of the Company. 91 357 

| Gthly. That I have no right to an annual 
revenue of 27,0007. a year, given me by the 


Nabob, which muſt be ſupported and main- | 


tained at the Company's expence. 


The firſt of theſe articles does not explain 


what the inquiries were I had refuſed to an- 


wer ; I therefore do not clearly underſtand. 
what the tendency. of ſuch inquiries were. If 


they had any relation to the monies received 
from the Nabob by the Company, the treaties 


entered into with the Nabob by the Admirals 
Watſon and Pocock, the Preſident of Fort 


William and myſelf, in conſequence of which 
the Company received near a million and an 
half ſterling, will account for that proportion 
to which the Company can lay any claim. This 
however does not ſeem to be the matter al- 
luded to, but ſomething reſpecting myſelf, 


or the fortune I acquired in the Compa- 


ny's ſervice. It is well known, that I was not 
in England at the time the general court was 


held relating to che diſtribution of the Nabob's 


1 treaſure, 
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. | 
treafure, and could not poſſibly give any an- 
ſwer to inquiries on that ſubject; but if there 
was any foundation for ſuch inquiries, the Di- 
teftors were wanting in their duty to the Com- 
pany, in not making them after my return: 
and it will appear, that the Directors, under 
their own hands, approved of the donations 
beſtowed by the Nabob on individuals for 
their ſervices. But however, as the negle& of 
the Directors, if that was the caſe, in not 
calling me to account, can by no means ſanc- 
tify my actions, it is neceſſary that I give 
the beſt ſatisfaction I am able relative to this 
matter. 

I was appointed, by ths 5 of Fort St, 
George, commander in chief of the troops ſent 
for the recovery of the Company's ſettlements 
in Bengal, on board the fleet commanded by 
Admiral Watſon. On our arrival in the Gan- 
ges, we found the unhappy remains of a once 
flouriſhing colony on board a few merchants 
ſhips in that river. We landed, drove the 
enemy from Fort William, and put the Com- 
pany's Governor and c in poſſeſſion. 

3 The 


41 
The Nabob then came down with an army of 
ſixty or ſeventy thoufand men, and a heavy 
train of artillery, fluſhed by his late ſucceſſes 
againſt the Engliſh. The Company's forces, 
conſiſting of a battalion of 450 men, a batta- | 
lion of Seapoys, and a body of failors from the 
| ſquadron, attacked the Nabob in his camp, 
and defeated him. We then made a treaty 
with him, by which he engaged to reftore all 
the effects he had taken. In Conſequence of 
which, the Governor and Colemel recovered in 
goods and money to a large amount. 
War being declared againſt France, we 
took Chandernagore; and having convin- 
_ cing proofs, that the Nabob's firm intention 
was to extirpate the Engliſh, as ſoon as the 
troops and ſquadron left the river, we entered 
into an alliance with Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn, 
a general officer in the Nabob's ſervice, and 
near relation to the Nabob ; and according. 
ly a treaty + was concluded between us, the 
rr rn Eo 
of A copy of this treaty may be ſeen in the Appendix, 
NO. I. | | 


0 A copy of which may be ſeen in the Appendix, 
Jo. 2. | 


government. 


c- 16 ] 
chief object of which was, on the part tf | 
dur ally, a full ſatisfaction to the Company 


and all the inhabitants, for the loſſes they had 


ſuſtained by the capture of Fort William, and 


other factories which the Nabob had plun- 
dered, with grants of lands and privileges; 


and, on the Company's part, to place and ſup- 
port him in the government. of the three Pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orika. 
Every thing being agreed on between Meer 
Jaffier and the- ſecret committee, we marched 


the army to meet the Nabob, whom we intire- 
ly defeated. His death followed ſoon after, 


and Meer Jaffier was, in a few days, in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the government, and of a revenue of 


three millions and an half ſterling per annum. 
The one half of the ſecret committee being 


then preſent at the capital, and a report made 


by the Nabob's miniſters ef the ſtate of the 


treaſury, it was ſettled, that half the ſum ſti- 


pulated by treaty ſhould be paid in three 


months, and the other half in three years, all 
conditionally, that we ſupported him in the 


The 


E T 7 
The Nabob then, agreeable to the known 
and uſudl cuſtom of eaſtern princes, made pre- 


ſents, both to thoſe of his own court, and to 


ſuch of the Engliſh, who by their rank and 
abilities had been inſtrumental in the happy 
ſucceſs of ſo hazardous an enterprize, ſuitable 
to the rank and dignity of a great Prince. I 
was one amongſt the many who benefited by 
his favour: I never ſought to conceal it, but 
declared publicly, in my letters to the ſecret 
committee of the India Directors, that the Na- 
bob's generoſity had made my fortune eaſy, 
and that the Company's welfare was now my 


only motive for ſtaying in India. What in- 


juſtice was this to the Company? They could 

expect no more than what was ſtipulated in the 
treaty. Or what injunction was I under to re- 
fuſe a preſent from him who had the power 
to make me one, as the reward of honourable 

ſervices ? I know of none. I had ſurely my- 
ſelf a particular claim, by having devoted my- 
{elf to the Company's military ſervice, and 
neglected all commercial advantages. What 
reaſon then can be given, or what pretence 
could the company have to expect, that I, 
C aiter 
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after having riſqued my life ſo often in their 
ſervice, ſhould deny myſelf the only honourable 
opportunity that ever offered of acquiring a 
fortune, without prejudice to them, who, it is 
evident, would not have had more for my 
having had leſs. When the Company had ac- 

quired a million and an half ſterling, and a re- 
venue of near 100,000 l. per annum, from the 
| ſucceſs of their forces under my command; 
when ample reſtoration had been made to thoſe. 


whoſe fortunes ſuffered by the calamity of Cal- 


cutta; and when individuals had, in conſe- 
quence of that ſucceſs, acquired large. eſtates; 
what would the world have ſaid, had I come 


home, and reſted upon the generolity of the 
preſent Court of Directors? 
It is well known to every g gentleman i in Ben- 


gal, that the honour of my country, and the 
intereſt of the Company were the principles 
that governed 711 my actions; and that had I 
only taken the advantageous opportunities that 


preſented themſelves, by my being commander 
in chief, and at the head of a victorious ar- 
my, and what by the cuſtom of that country 
I was intitled to, the Jaghire itſelf, great as it 

| 18, 


1 
is, would have been an object ſcarce worth 
my conſideration. 

The city of Maxadavad is as extenſive, po- 
pulous, and rich as the city of London; with 
this difference, that there are individuals in 
the firſt poſſeſſing infinitely greater property 
than any in the laſt city. Theſe, as well as 
every other man of property, made me the 
greateſt offers, (which nevertheleſs are uſual 
upon ſuch occaſions, and what they expected 
would have been required) and had I accepted 
theſe offers, I might have been in poſſeſſion of 
millions, which the preſent Court of Directors 
could not have diſpoſſeſſed me of. But pre- 
ferring the reputation of the Engliſh nation, 
the intereſt of the Nabob, and the advantage 
of the Company, to all pecuniary conſidera- 
tions, I refuſed all offers that were made me, 
not only then, but to the laſt hour of my con- 
tinuance in the Company's ſervice in Bengal, 
and do challenge friend or enemy to bring 
one ſingle inſtance of my being influenced by 
intereſted motives to the Company's diſadvan- 
tage, or to do any act that could reflect diſ- 
honour to my country or the Company, in any 
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one action of my adminiſtration, either as Go- 
vernor or commanding officer. 

J little expected ever to have had my con- 
duct impeached, or to have received ſuch 
treatment from the Court of Directors, eſpeci- 
ally after the many public and honourable teſ- 
timonies of approbation J had received in the 
orders and letters mentioned in the Appen- 
di, No, 3. e 

I am not oſtentatious, but upon this occaſion 
am forced to deviate from myſelf, and with 
great reluctance expoſe theſe public teftimo- 
nies of my conduct, in contraſt to the diſho- 
nourable motives which have induced my ene- 
mies to impeach it. 

As to the 2d article, accuſing me with in- 
juſtice towards the relations of the unhappy 
ſufferers in the Black Hole, whoever will be 

at the pains to inquire, will learn that 62 5,000 /. 
Was the ſum aſſigned to make good the loſſes 
ſuſtained by the Europeans ; that the money 
was ſent down to the Governor and Council 
at Calcutta, and by them depoſited in the Com- 
pany's treaſury, who gave orders to their trea- 
ſurer to iſſue it out as demanded to the ſecretary 
ap- 
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appointed by the 24 commiſſiagers, choſen by the 


inhabitants themſelves to adjuſt their reſpective 


claims; z. and that none of it ever paſſed thro 
my hands. They will further learn, that the ſum 
aſſigned did not only ſuffice to pay the princi- 


pal of ſuch loſſes, but for a dividend of 22 per 
cent. for intereſt, beſides a ſum ſufficient for 


another ſuch dividend, which has been detained 
for the Company's uſe by orders to their ſer- 
vants abroad. It is very poſſible, that the 


heirs of ſome of the unfortunate ſufferers in 


the Black Hole may not have been able to 
obtain their right, for want of attornies to ap- 
ply to the commiſſioners for that right. If 
there be any ſuch demands, I ſhould imagine 
they may {till have juſtice done them out of 
the remaining treaty- money, now in poſſeſſion 
of the Company. But to ſhew in what a light 
the ſufferers themſelves regarded my conduct, 


I take the liberty to inſert a paragraph, ex- 
tracted from a letter ſigned by almoſt all the 


inhabitants of Calcutta, which will ſhew the 
Proprietors their ſentiments of my conduct on 


that e 
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cc HonouregSir, 
„The inhabitants of this ſettlement, truly 


< ſenſible of the benefits they have received 


cc 


from your generous affiſtance, in obtaining 
them reſtitution for the heavy loſſes they 


8 ſuſtained in the miſerable cataſtrophe of June 


1756, and for your great care and aſſiduity 


„in the collecting of that part of the Nabob's 


donation; Do, with the utmoſt gratitude, 


< return their hearty and ſincere thanks for 


e thoſe great favours conferred on them, the 


« remembrance whereof will be for ever in- 
8 delible.“ | 


As to the third article, which ſeems to inti- 
mate ſome right in the Great Mogul to the 
treaſures of the late Nabob Sarajah Dowla, and 


that the Company may hereafter be reſponſible 
to him on account of theſe. treaſures; it may 
be ſaid, that there ! is ſuch a Prince, but he is 


almoſt without territory or power; the little he 


poſſeſſes not being equal in extent or riches to 


one twentieth part of his dominions, and 
therefore unable to inforce in thoſe provinces 


any authority that might have Formerly belong-+ 


ed 
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ed to him; and he is now ſoxfar reduced, as to 
be a captive to, and in the hands of, one of 
the Soubahs. 
However, as I would give the Proprietors 
all the ſatisfaction 1 can, as to this article, 1 
will lay all the particulars before them, and for 
that purpoſe I muſt inform them, that as ſoon 
as it was known, that Sarajah Dowla was fled 
from the city, a new miniſtry was immediately 
appointed, and the former officers became re" 
ſponſible to them. 8 
The gentlemen appointed by the Governor 
atid Council to receive the money due by the 
treaty, were agents for this purpoſe. As to 
myſelf, I was never there but once out of cu- 
| rioſity; and I do declare, that 1 never inter- 
fered, directly or indirectly, any further than 
what immediately related to the payment of 
the money ſtipulated by the treaty. | 
The treaſure was moſt certainly the property 
of the Nabob Meer Jaffier, as it would have 
been of any other Nabob, who might have 
ſucceeded to Sarajah Dowla; but for the ap- 
plication of the money, I will ſuppoſe, for 
once, that it did belong to the Great Mogul: 
JET C4 ſurely 


* 
; 
! 
* 
6 
. 
| 
1 
'F: 
: 
FT 
; 
. 
il 


- C _— - 
re , PE 
T 4 ama E Cd at te ts io ad din. ne 
R S - 23 22 — e —— 4 EE 
* 


„ 


ſurely then it was out of that very Imperial 


treaſure the Company received 1,2 50,0001, 
The ſufferers at Calcutta 1,000,000. and the 


navy and army 600,000 J. and that if Meer 
Jaffier had no right to give any part of the 


Imperial treaſure to individuals for their ſer- 
vices, he had no power to beſtow thoſe ſeveral 


large ſums to the Company, ſufferers, navy, 


and army and if he was anſwerable for the 
one, he muſt for the other, If therefore, it 
was wrong in me to accept the favours of the 
Nabob out of that treaſury, certainly it muſt 


be ſo too in che e ſufferers, navy, and 
army. : 

As to What. is inſinuated, chat the donations 
given by the Nabob to individuals, had drained 


his treaſury in ſuch a manner, that the Com- 


pany were obliged to lend him large ſums of 
money, this is not only a very. unfair, but a falſe 
repreſentation of facts. The time the Com- 
pany lent this money to the Nabob was, when 

his dominions were in peace, and the ſum was 
only two lack of rupees, about 25,000/, the 


Nabob's miniſter himſelf informed me, he had 


then to the amount of near a million ſterling in 
2 jewels, 


„ 

jewels, a large ſum of money in his treaſury, 
and to a very great amount in plate. It could 
not be owing to diſtreſs that he borrowed this 
money : his pretences of poverty might have 
been made uſe of with a political view, as is 
the conſtant practice in that country; or he 
might have deſired to borrow money of the 
Company for fear they ſhould deſire to borrow 
of him, But the real fact was this; if 1 may 
be ſuppoſed to know it, who then preſided over 
the Company's affairs in Bengal. 
By the IXth article of the treaty with the 
Nabob, the Company's poſſeſſions. would have 
been of little conſequence to them, unleſs we 
were allowed to put not only our own con- 
ſtruction on the words of the article, but alſo to 
have an additional quantity of land to the 
northward, to the amount of near 12,000 /. per 
ann. In order to accompliſh, this, we not only 
' were obliged to comply with the Nabob's re- 
queſt, made at that particular time, but alſo to 
make preſents to ſeveral of the principal officers 
about him, to engage his conſent to this 
grant, which he was not bqund to make by 
treaty; and I believe the DireQors know very 
| well, 
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Council are well apprized of what conſequence 
it was to the Company, to obtain the grant 
of thoſe lands to the northward of Calcutta. 


1 will venture to affirm, had the Nabob de- : 


fired a loan of money at any other time but 


this, his requeſt would not have been complie> 


with. ny e 7 
The unfortunate Meer Jaffier was a ranger 


to diſtreſs until J had left the country. It was 


when the King's ſon, and a large body of Mo- 
rattoes, invaded and ravaged his kingdom for a 
twelvemonth together, and had ſtopped the re- 
ceipt of great part of his revenues. It was 
then that the Nabob began for the firſt time to 
experience the misfortunes of diſtreſs. Vet ſtill 


his diſtreſs was not ſo great, but that his ſuc- 


ceſſor was able, immediately, to beſtow on the 
Company eight lack of rupees, or 100,006 J. 
ſterling, to cart on the war on the coaſt of 
Coromandel. JJV 

As to the fourth article, That no ſervant of 


the Company ſhall remit money home but by 


their caſh; which order I broke through, by 


remitting large ſums by the Dutch caſh, That 


1 J did, 


5 E 

I did, jointly with my friends, remit a large 
ſum of money to England, by bills on the 
Dutch Company, is moſt true, for this reaſon | 


only, that the Engliſh Company's treaſury was 
ſo full, that their ſervants abroad thought it 


inconſiſtent with the Company s intereſt to 
grant bills, when it was more than poſſible, the 
French might drive us out of all India, and the 
Company not only loſe what they had juſt ac- 
quired, but become reſponſible for the immenſe. 
ſums, which under the terror that then pre- 
vailed of the French force, would be inime- 
diately poured into their treaſury: and though 

I ſhould have thought it a great advantage to 
have remitted my fortune home at that danger: 

ous criſis, by bills on the Company, when the 
motion was made in couneil to receive all mo- 

nies tendered for bills payable in three years. 
I was myſelf one of thoſe who oppoſed it; and 
the Tu mohey received into THe rene was 
vices bel from Ks Stila duk to che 
merchants of London, for coral and bullion: 
ſmall ſums from the principal ſervants, for re- 
mittances to their families, and the purchaſe 


FS + | 
of neceſſaries, were received, and bills granted 
for them. | ; 
I flatter myſelf i it will give me ſome merit 
with the Company, that 1 oppoſed the fatal 
deſigns of the Dutch in the armament they 
had ſent to Bengal, with {o much perſeverance, 
more eſpecially as I had at that time the great- | 

eſt part of my property in their power, the 
bills given me not being wholly due till three 

| years after fight ; and I could not but be very 
ſenſible at that time of the riſque I ran, by 
ſuch an oppoſition to that dangerous. under- 
taking ; and I will venture to affirm, that had 
not my truſtees agreed to accept the payment 
of the money upon the Dutch Company's own 
terms, which were a very conſiderable deduction 
for prompt payment, the greateſt part of my 


fortune would have been at this — in their 
| n 
1 As to the fifth as. That Ly was 1 of 
j | 2 breach of truſt, by ſupplying. a Portugueſe 
li! ſhip, bound from Bengal to Liſbon, with goods 
4 and money, to the great detriment of the 
[} Company; there is not one word of truth in 
il he whole of this aſſertion. T hoſe who did, 
. may 
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may plead the ſame defence that I do for my- 
remittance by the Dutch : the inference drawn 


is abſurd ; the Company had more money chan 
goods to purchaſe. 


Ino come to the laſt article, viz. That 1 
have no right to an annual revenue of 27,0007. 
a year, given me by the Nabob, which muſt 


be ſupported and maintained at the Compa- 
ny 's EXPENCE. 


In this article, party reſentment ſeems to 


have confounded all ideas of right and wrong; 
and my oppoſition to the preſent leading gen- 


tlemen has caſt ſuch a miſt before their eyes, 


that they cannot diſcern that right which they 


had before acknowledged by every act that 
could expreſs it. But as I intend to make the 
Proprietors the judges of that right, I ſhall 
explain the cauſe, for which the Jaghire, or. 
Lordſhip, which produces to me an annual 
income of about 30,0007. a. year, was given 
me, and the nature of the grant by which I 


| hold it. 


Soon after the battle of Plaſſey, the Nabob, 


of his own free motion, without the leaſt hint 
or application from me, ſent a petition to the 
court 
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1 
court of Dehli, that I might be created an 
Omrah, or Lord of the Empire. In the be- 
ginning of the year 17 58, the Nabob received 
and delivered me the patent (with other ho- 
nours accompanying it); by which I was cre- 
ated an Omrah of the command of 5000 foot, 
and the rank of 6000 horſe. ö 
According to the cuſtom of the country, the 
Soubah aſſigns a Jaghire, or eſtate, within his 
_ own provinces, to ſupport the dignity of the 
new created Omrah; but at the time'I received 
the patent of creation, I knew of no ſuch in- 
tention in the Nabob, whoſe friendſhip for me 
gave way to other views. 
I have before hinted, that the Soubah's 


* firſt plan was to evade the execution of the re- 


maining part of the treaty, and to appear, in 
the eyes of his ſubjects, as maintaining himſelf 

by his own ſtrength, and not by our ſupport. 
He took the field, as early as the ſeaſon 
would permit, with an army of 80, ooo horſe 
and foot; and it was with reluctance that he 
ſent to me to join him with our troops, and 
more from the apprehenſion of leaving us ſo 
4 — near 


e 
near his capital during his abſence, than from 

any expectation of our alliltance in the further- 
ing of his deſigns. 

We marched the army up, now nh by 
the malignancy of the climate to 300 Engliſh, | 
with two battalions of Seapoys, and a train of 
artillery. 

At our firſt meeting 1 reproached FR with 
the duplicity of his conduct, and infiſted on 
his immediately paying down all arrears, and 
that he ſhould give ſecure aſſignments for the 
payment of the reſt of the treaty- money. I. 
freely gave him my opinion of his keeping up 
ſuch a vaſt army, which drained his treaſury to 
no manner of purpoſe; that the example of 
his predeceſſor might be a leſſon to him how 
little ſuch troops were to be depended upon; 
and that when danger preſſed, he would find 
the Engliſh his only true and firm ſupport. In 
his exaltation to his new grandeur, and ſeeing 
himſelf at the head of ſuch a numerous army, 
my advice made little impreſſion; ſo I con- 
cluded with telling him, he might amuſe him- 
ſelf with his own ideas, but, in the meanstime, 
that J was neither to be trifled with nor-inti- 

midated; 
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migated ; and, after ſome ſtruggle, I obtained i 


immediate payment of the arrears, amounting 


to ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds, and an 
aſſignment of certain diſtricts, the revenues of | 
which were to be collected by the Company, 
as a ſecurity for the reſt; and from this inſtant 
the Nabob may have been ſaid to comply 


literally with his treaty. 


"Theſe were the Nabob's ſentiments at that 


time, and ſuch they continued until the fol- 


lowing year, when the province of Bahar be- 
ing invaded by the Mogul's ſon, (drove by the 
Vinier from his father's court) the Nabob at- 


tempted to take the field, and now experien- 
ced what I always inculcated to be true. Vaſt 


arrears were due to his numerous army, who, 
taking advantage of the times, ſurrounded him, 


and inſiſted not only on the whole of the ar- 
rears due from his predeceſſor as well as him- 
ſelf, but on an advance of pay. Theſe de- 


mands amounting to many millions, it was 


impoſſible he could comply with them. 

In this exigency he applied to us, entertain- 
ing gfeat doubts of our friendſhip, from the 
eonſciouſneſs of the inſincere part he had ated, 
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and from a juſt ſenſe of his own imprudence, 


in having neglected the advice I had given 
him the preceding year, to diſband the greateſt 
part of his large and uſeleſs army. Bound by 
treaty and intereſt, it behoved us to ſecure the 
attachment and dependancy of the Nabob. 


We immediately took the field, and relieved 


him, for the preſent, from the inconveniencies 
he labourèd under from his own forces, who, 
over-awed by our preſence, deſiſted from their 
demands. Being joined by 8000 horſe and 
foot, under the command of his ſon the young 
Nabob, we marched four hundred miles in. 
twenty-three days, and forced the enemy to 
raiſe the ſiege of Patna, the capital of the pro- 


vince of Bahar, and purſued them two hundred 


miles further, until they paſſed the boundaries 


of the Soubah's dominions, and then obliged 


the tributary Rajahs to pay their arrears. In 
the mean time, the Nabob's army had again 
ſurrounded him, and were become more out- 


rageous than ever; and he was upon the point 


of being put to death, when the news of our 
ſucceſs diſperſed them, and they becameias 
=— ſubmiſſive 


tw + 


_ fubmiſtive nl * as they were before 


daring and inſolent. 

Services rendered at ſuch a criſis, convinced 
him at laſt of the value of fuch ſincere 
allies. On my return from the north he came 
to meet me, and after many obliging expreſ- 
fions, that I had faved his life, and made him 


a ſecond time Soubah, he reproached himſelf 


with ingratitude in never having appointed me 
a Jaghire. On taking his leave he told me, 
Jaggerſeat (a man of great note in that coun- 


try) was intruſted with his orders on that ſub- 


ject. Jaggerſeat ſoon after put a paper roll 
into my hands, in the preſence of Mr. Francis 
Sykes, Mr. Luke Scrafton, (both now in Eng- 
land) and Major Carnac, which proved to be a 
patent for the Lordfhip of the lands rented hy 


the Company, in conſequence of the article of 


our treaty with him. The patent was ſoon 


followed by the order in the Appendix, No. 3. 


being an order to the Governor and Council of 


Calcutta, to pay me the rents of the ſaid lands, 


inſtead of paying them as —_ into his trea- 
fury, he having made me Jaghi iredar, or Lord 


of the country. 
Such 
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Such were the motives that induced the 
Nabob to give me this token of his ſenſe of 
my ſervices, and ſuch the manner in which it 
Was conferred, by me unaſked and unexpected; 
I fay unaſked and unexpected, becauſe, from 
the time of my receiving my honours from 
Dehli, in December 1757, to this time, no- 
thing had ever paſſed on the ſubject, but one 
letter from me to Jaggerſeat, in January 1759, 
informing him, that the Nabob had made me 
an Omrah without a Jaghire, which I under- 
ſtood did uſually accompany it, and to deſire 
he would apply to him on that occaſion ; to 
which letter he return anſwer, that he had ap- 
plied to his Excellency, who ordered him to 
acquaint me, that he never granted Jaghires in 
Bengal; that Orixa was too poor, but that I might 
have one in Bahar. Looking on the Nabob's 
anſwer as an evaſive one, and that he was not 
inclined to comply with my requeſt, I neyer 
wrote or thought any more on this ſubject, until 
I received a ſecond letter from Jaggerſeat in an- 
ſwer to my firſt, after our ſucceſs againſt the 
King's ſon, that the Nabob had turned the 
thing in his mind, and was willing to grant me 
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a Jaghire in Bengal ; but the nature of it, 
where, or of what value it was to be, I was in- 
tirely ignorant, till the patent explained it, and 
I confeſs it gave me the greater pleaſure to 


find it to be the Lordſhip of the Company's 


lands, becauſe the Company was thereby freed 


from all dependance on the government. 


It now remains to ſay ſomething of the va- 


lidity and nature of the grant. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the lands ceded to the Company 
by the IXth article of the treaty, were only 
ceded to them as perpetual Jemindars, or rent- 


ers, the Nabob reſerving the lordſhip and quit- 


rents, which amounted to near 30,0007. year- 
y; and the Company could never be lawfully 
_ diſpoſſeſſed, fo long as they continued to pay 


that quit-rent. It was, then, the lordſhip and 
rents ſo reſerved that he made over to me; no 


prejudice reſulting to the Company, who had 


farmed out the ſame to a very conſiderable 


yearly amount, with a proſpect of great increaſe 


of rents, and only this difference, that they 


were to pay the quit-rent to me, inſtead of the 
government; to this nation a profit of 


With 
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With regard to the validity of this grant, I 
ſhall only ſay, that the patent paſſed all the uſual 
forms of the country, and was founded on the 
very ſame authority that the Company had for 
all their acquiſitions, the power of a Soubah. 
This I think is a ſufficient anſwer to the e 
in the 6th and laſt article. 

I ſhall now proceed to lay before the Pro- 
prietors the meaſures taken by my adverſaries, 
ſubſequent to the election, and the reaſons they 
aſſign to ſupport them. 

But I ſhall firſt take notice, that W the ſer⸗ 
vices rendered to the Nabob, the Company 
not only recovered the misfortunes ſuſtained 
from the late Nabob, with the poſſeſſions I | 
have already mentioned, but alſo acquired, and 
had delivered into their hands, the abſolute 
power over the three provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orixa, whoſe ordinary annual reve- 
nues produce three millions and a half ſter- 
ling; inſomuch that they were enabled to ſet 
up and eſtabliſh in the Soubahſhip any perſon 
they thought fit. This matter may be clearly 
ſeen by the letters in the Appendix, No. 3. 
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This power the Company, ſoon after I left 


Bengal, exerciſed, and in 1761 they entered 


into a treaty with Mahomed Coſſin Cawn, 


ſon- in- law to Meer Jaffier, for that purpoſe, 


(a copy of which treaty is in the Appendix, 


No. 4.) By this treaty the Company acquired 
a much larger diſtrict of country, than they 
before enjoyed under the treaty with Meer 
Jaffier, tagether with a larger eſtate and inte- 


reſt in thoſe lands, than they had in thoſe be- 


fore granted; for the annual amount of the 


lands laſt acquired were near 600,000/, and in- 
ſtead of reſerving to the government the uſual 


rents of homage which thoſe lands were ſubject 


to, both the lands and "thoſe rents were e granted 
to the Company. 
This treaty being ſigned by Mahomed | 


Coflin Cawn and the Preſidents of the Com- 


pany at Calcutta, on behalf of the Company, 
the Nabob Meer Jafler was ſurrounded in his 
palace by the ſervants of the Company, and 
obliged to relinquiſh his government, and was 
carried down to their ſettlement at Calcutta, 


where he did till lately reſide, and Mahomed 


Coſſin 


(#3. 


Coſſin Cawn was placed in the executive part 55 
of the government in his ſtead. 


I ſhall not at preſent enter into the conſide- 
ration of the grounds and motives for ſo early 
and extraordinary a change in the government 
of the provinces, being inclined to think thoſe 

matters will be laid before you by perſons 
better acquainted with that tranſaction than 1 
am. For the preſent I introduced it only to 
ſhew the great advantages the revolution, 
brought about by the removal of Surajah Dow- 
la, had produced to the Company; and that 
thoſe advantages might, with prudent manage- 
ment, be increaſed : but at the ſame time 1 
muſt obſerve, that the revolution againſt Sura- 
jah Doula was a matter of neceſſity, as upon 
that event only depended the exiſtence of the 
India Company; and I hope nothing but the 
Pteſervation of the Company's property in thoſe 
parts induced thoſe concerned in the laſt revo- 
lution (if it may be ſo called) to bring it about, 
I have before acknowledged, that my for- 
tune aroſe from the grateful bounty of the Na- 


bob for my ſervices to him; and altho I ſhall 


ever think of my ſervices to the Company with 
Ds - _ pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, yet the Company cannot ſay I owe 


them any thing in point of gratitude. My al 


lowance, as Preſident, was (until increaſed by the 
additional allowance of 10001. a year) leſs than 


any of my predeceſſors received by 1200 l. a year. 


Indeed, had the Court of Directors rewarded 


my ſervices in the ſame manner they have done 
thoſe of my ſucceſſor, by allowing me two. and 


an half per cent. on all their revenues and mo- 


nies acquired for them, it might have been 
_ otherwiſe, My adverſaries cannot therefore 


fay J acquired my fortune out of the property 


of the Company, or in diminution of that of 


my country, or any of my fellow- ſubjects: on 
the contrary, it is well known, that had it not 
been for the ſucceſſes we were bleſſed with, 
this kingdom would never have had the bene- 
fit of one farthing of the money which has 

been brought into it, in conſequence of thoſe : 
ſucceſſes. This being the caſe, one might 
have expected, after ſo many years ſervice to 

the Company, and under the circumſtances I 
have deſcribed, they would at leaft have per- 

mitted me to have had the quiet enjoyment of 
that fortune I had fo obtained. 


And 


11 1 
And here I muſt acquaint the Proprietors, 
that the rents of my Jaghire were regularly 
paid during the time I was in Bengal, and, 
ſince my return, have been received by my 
attornies in Bengal, and remitted' by them to 
me, as the ſhips failed from thence, in bills on 
the Company here, which were always regu- 
larly paid without objection, until May laſt, 


when, on the - ſhips going out for Bengal, 
which were the firſt that went out after the 
election on that voyage, I was given to under- 
ſtand, that orders had been ſent to ſtop the 
payment of my Jaghire. I applied to the 
Court of Directors for a copy of thoſe orders, 
but that was refuſed ; however, 1 afterwards : 
came to the knowledge of them. They are to 

the following purport : © With reſpe& to the 
— Jaghire given by the late Nabob, Jaffier 
« Ally Khan, to Lord Clive, arifing out of 


the lands granted by the ſaid Nabob to the 


* Company, we direct, that you do not pay 
* any further ſums to the attornies of Lord 
„ Clive on the account; and we further di- 
rect, that whatever ſhall ariſe in future from 
the ſaid Jaghire, be carried to our credit. 
| 6 You 
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« You are to cauſe exact accounts to be made 
4 out and tranſmitted to us, not only of what 
40 {hall fo come into our caſh, but alſo of all 


* the ſums Lord Clive's attornies have already 
received on the ſaid account, together with 
< the dates of the ſeveral payments. His 


4 Lordſhip's pretenſions to the ſaid Jaghre 
« will be ſettled here.” 

And Mr. Sulivan, by a litter 1 wrote at the 
fame time by him to the Preſident at Calcutta, 
informed him, That all cordiality being at an 


e end with Lord Clive, the Court of Directors 


had ſtopped payment of his Jaghire; a 


<< meaſure which would have taken place years 


e ago, had it not been for him (Mr. Sulivan); 
& and that on this head the ſaid Preſident was 


4 to obey every order, which he might receive 


<* from the Court of Directors; and that more 
«* was not, nor muſt be, expected of him.” : 
1 ſhall not trouble the Proprietors with. any 


_ obſervations on this order and letter, they 
will ſufficienly ſpeak for themſelves ; but ſhall 


only remark, that I muſt think it extremely 
hard to be deprived of my property becauſe I 
cannot agree with the preſent Court of Directors. 

But 


[ 43] 
But the Company having paid my jaghire 
fo long without any objection, and even now 
not claiming any right . thereto themſelves, 
nor pretending to ſay that any one elſe does: 
under ſuch circumſtances one might be at 2 
loſs to conceive what foundation in reaſon 
there could be for the Directors ſending ſuch 
orders to Bengal. But, on inquiry into the 
matter, the reaſons aſſigned l to be 
ur. 
iſt. That the Mogul is fovercign of the 


provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and 
proprietor of all the lands within thoſe pro- 
vinces; and that the rents granted to me are 
the antient imperial rents reſerved and payable 

to the Emperor; and that therefore the Nabob 


could not grant or alienate the ſame from the 


imperial Crown; and that the Company may 
be called to an account by the Emperor for 
what they have paid to me: Nor is that all 
the Company ſeem to expect, but that I am 
accountable to them for what J have re- 
_ ceived, 
. 2dly. That ſuppoſe the Nabob had a right 
to alienate thoſe rents, ſuch alienation could 


exiſt 
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_ exift no longer than the Nabob who granted 
the ſame continued in his government, and 


that ſuch alienation was not binding on his 


ſucceſſor; and as Meer Jaffier had been de- 
| poſed, the grant became of no effect. 


3dly. That my acceptance of the dignity of | 


an Omrah, or title of honour, (which honour 
they doubt my having had, altho' they have a 


copy of the Patent in their cuſtody) was con- 
trary to my duty to the Company, as I might 


| be obliged; by ſuch acceptance, to aſſiſt the 
Mogul and the Nabob in war, even 1 


the Company. 
And laſtly, for fear theſe cenfins ſhould fail 

8 then comes a fourth; which is, that 

ſuppoſe I have a right, that even then I have 


no remedy in England, but mult reſort to the 
court of the Mayor of Calcutta, or to the 


courts of the . at Delhi, or the court 
of the Nabob. 


As to the firſt, it may be proper to ob- 


ſerve, that, upon the original foundation 


of the Mogul Empire, all the lands, like 
thoſe in England, were in the crown, who 
— the rents, in the nature of fee · farm 


"0 rents 


[ 45 ] 

farm rents in England : Theſe lands were, and 
now are, called Calia Lands, or lands belong- 
ing to the crown; the rents whereof were, 
for ſeveral years, received by officers appointed 
within the provinces by the Emperor for that 
purpoſe ; and the Nabobs, who were then Vice- 
roys to the Mogul, had penſions aſſigned them 
to maintain their courts, and ſupport their 
governments: But, for a great number of 
years paſt, that method has been changed, and 
inſtead of *penſions, the Emperors allotted to 
the Nabobs large quantities of land within the 
provinces, to be diſpoſed of and managed for 
their own benefit; and theſe lands were, and 
now are, called Jaghire Lands, and for which 
no taxes are paid: And as to the reſt of the 
lands within the provinces, the Nabobs farmed 
the ſame of the Mogul at a certain youy 
: ſum. . | 
This alteration being received into the Mo- 
gul government, it became immaterial to the 


Mogul what the Nabobs did with the rents; 


the yearly ſum ſtipulated was all he expected, 
and that they were obliged to pay; ſo that all 
the rents, and alſo the lands that produced 
them, 


[ 46 ] 
them, were under the power of the Nabobs, 
who might and did diſpoſe of them as they 
thought fit, and out of them conferred favours e 
on whom they pleaſed. The Nabobs granted 


eemindaries or leaſes of all the lands from 
time to time at their pleaſure, or as occaſion 
required; and in this ſtate the conſtitution 
and uſage of the Mogul Empire ſtood at the 


death of Aurengzebe. 
After the death of Wes the Nabobs 


began to aſſume ſovereign authority, and the 
invaſion of the Perſians, before taken notice of, 


rendered that ſovereignty abſolute; and the 
Nabobs do now, and have for many years, 
exerciſed all thoſe ſovereign rights, regarding 
the lands and revenues of the provinces, 8 


the Mogul Emperors ever had. 


Tt is under the authority of the Nabob, the 
Company now hold their zemindary in the 
lands ſubje& to my jaghire ; it is under the 


fame authority, they now hold by treaty with 


the Nabob Coffin Cawn large diſtricts of 


country, producing near 600,000l. a year to 
them, without paying any rent at all, notwith- 


ſtanding thoſe lands are calſa or imperial lands, 
and 


(41 


and- would, in caſe the original conſtitution of 
the Mogul Empire exifted, be ſubject to the 
payment of the antient reſerved rents to the 
Great Mogul, to a very large amount; it is 
well known that there are numbers of jaghires 
in the province of Bengal, granted by former 
Nabobs, that have ſubſiſted for ſeveral gene- 
_ rations. 
| Yetas to my 1 they now at once » alladan 
it was an illegal act in Meer Jaffier, and at the 


ſame time admit that the Company are in the 


enjoyment of all the lands granted to them by the 
Nabob Coffin Cawn, without paying or being 
ſubject to any rent at all; and that the grant from 
| Coffin Cawn to them, both of the lands and 
ancient rents, is valid and effectual: this ſeems 
a contradiftion not eaſily to be reconciled. 
But for a moment, let us ſuppoſe that the 
fears the Company entertained at that inſtant, 
of being accountable to the Great Mogul, 
might have obſcured the light which the com- 
| pariſon of things alone would have diſcovered, 
and that the Mogul ſhould hereafter recover 
the antient dominion of his empire; it muſt 
then be abſerved, that the annual tribute ſti- 
I pulated 


[4] 
pulated to be paid by the Nabob on his con- 
firmation, i is in fact the ſame annual ſum for- 

merly reſerved and paid by the Nabobs for 
the farm of the rents and lands within the 
provinces. Can it then be ſuppoſed that” the 
Mogul would require both the revenues of the 
lands, and alſo the annual ſum ſtipulated to | 
be paid by the Nabob, in lieu of thoſe reve- | 
nues ? It might, with ſome degree of proba. nm 7 
bility, have been ſaid, that he might, according 
to the conſtitution of the empire, call the Na- c 
bobs, who might then be conſidered as his f 
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| Viceroys, to an account for all the annual tri- y 

| bute remaining due from them: But to ſay || x 

| i the Company would be anſwerable to the Mo- I 
| gul for the rents paid by them to me, is an | 
| | inconſiſtency equal to the former, and not to | © 
be reconciled to reaſon or the nature of things: | © 
And even to furniſh themſelves with this pre- 

tence, bad as it is, they muſt have had a very | « 


extraordinary foreſight ; and I ſhould be glad | < 
to have been informed of the period ſuch a Þ « 
reckoning was likely to take — D3T Wn 2. 
TI have. before taken notice of the preſent 41 
circumſtances of the Mogul, and by what means | « 

| 2 Prince 
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a Prince, under his circumſtances, or even fup- 
poling him in as good a ſituation as his prede- 
ceſſors for ſeveral years paſt have been, could 
recover the dominions of large and powerful 
provirices, which had long ſhaken off his autho- 
rity Lam really at a loſs to gueſs; | But, to 
remove any doubt the proprietors may enter- 
tain concerning the power and dominion of 
the Great Mogul in Bengal, or the ſovereign 
authority of the Nabob, I will repeat the ac- 
count given by your Directors of thoſe Mea- 
ſures under their hands to his Majeſty, in the 
year 1762, in a memorial preſented by them 
relative to the tranſactions with the Dutch, 
which account is in the following word 

By the antient conſtitution of the Mogul 
<«< Empire, of which the provinces of Bengal, 
“ Bahar, and Orixa, are a part, the Nabob 
| © or Soubah- of thoſe provinces was. nothing 
| © more than the Mogul's Viceroy, yet, for 
| <<. many years paſt, as the ſtrength of that 

'& conſtitution has been gradually declining, 
the Soubahs of theſe and other provinces 
< have been in like gradation aſſuming an 
3 dees of the Court of Delhi, and 
| F 1 


te 


ic 


that the relation between the Nabob and 


therefore de facto, whatever he may be ck 


[ 50} 


the. Mock which the empire received, or ra- 
ther the ſubverſion of it, for it has never 


recovered, nor probably ever will, frem che. 
irruption of the Perſians under Nadir Shah, 
has ſo far confirmed that ihdependance,; 


the Mogul, is at preſent little more than. 


nominal. The Nabob makes War Or peace 


without the privity of the Megul, though 


there appear ſtill ſome remains of the old. 
Conſtitution in the ſucceſſion” to the Na- 


bobſhip, yet in fact that ſucceſſion is never. 


regulated by the Mogul's appointment, tho? I 
che perſon in poſſeſſion is generally deſi- 


rous of fortifying a diſputed title by the 
Mogul's confirmation, which the Court of 
Delhi, conſcious of its inabilicy to inter- 
poſe, more ſubſtantially, and deſirous uf re- 
taining an appearance of ſuperiority, rea- 


* dily grants. The Nabob of Bengal is 


jure, a ſovereign Prince, or at. worſt, not a 


74 


* 


vice · roy, but a tributary to the Mogul : 
there being ſome kind of tribute ſtill con- 


1 e as due, from theſe provinces to the 


Mog 11 7 | 


1 | 

„ Mogul, tough it rarely, if ever, finds its 
„% way to Delhi. It appears by the Director's 
1 letters, that the Dutch, as well As Wer: con- 
* ſider him in this light. [1 | 

1 muſt obſerve, that the Duteh, in Auer to 
ger ſome colour for their complaints againſt 
the Company, made uſe of the following alle- 


gation, vix. The Mogul is ſovereign of the 


ons country, and we derive. from him, under 
ho repeated phirmaunds, a right to a free navi- 
4 gation from thence to other places; and this 
« right we cannot be deprived of, without in- 
« fringing the phirmaunds of the Great Mo- 
* gul, which the Nabob, who is only gover- 
nor of a province, is not authorized to do.“ 
[And it was in anſwer: to this allegation the 
declaration above-mentioned was made by your 
Directors, who now find themſelves under the 
fatal neceſſity, on behalf of the Company, of 
making uſe of the ſame reaſons for juſtifying 
their conduct towards, me, as the Dutch made 

uſe of to juſtify theirs towards the Company. 
As to the 2d reaſon aſſigned by your Di- 
rectors, it might, perhaps, have been well for 
the Proprietors, had it never been in their 
Ez. power 
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power to have employed it. But as it is af- 
ſigned as ſuch, I will anſwer it as I would have 
done, at the time it was offered by them, with- 
out any regard to what has happened, fince 
that may have deprived them of the uſe hey 
at firſt propoſed from it. 


There are numbers of inſtances af Joghines 
now ſubſiſting, that have been granted by for- 
mer Nabobs : there are many, even on the 
Company's own lands, of which the Directors 
might have been informed by the proper 
officer appointed for ſurveying | thoſe lands, 
who is now in England; and they might alſo 
have been informed, that there were many 
Jaghires granted by the Nabobs Surajah Dowla 
and Meer Jaffier alſo. exiſting; But enquiry 
here, ſeemed not ' neceſſary. ; the Directors at 
once boldly affirm, my Jaghire to be determin- 
ed by the removal of Meer Jaffier from tlie 
throne, ſince the grant did not, as they alledge, 
bind his en without the leaſt: conſide- 
ration of the natural inference 5 an aſſer- 
tion might Produce, ies Kats "9: 

I have before taken notice, that his- Ma- 
wr s arms, and thoſe of the Company, by 

75 1 the 
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the revolution brought about whilſt I was 


the Commander in Chief, acquired the great 


power and -influence the Company enjoyed 
in Bengal, when I left that country; and 
that that power after I came away, was 
made uſe of to depoſe the Prince who ſat 
on the throne whilſt 1 was there, and, to 


eſtabliſh Mahomed Coffin Cawn in his ſtead. 


It is under theſe circumſtances, that the Direc- 


tors make uſe of the 2d reaſon. Now to give 
that reaſon its utmoſt latitude, it can amount 


o no more than an admiſſion from the Com- 
pany, that I had once a good right to re- 
quire from them the payment of my Jaghire : 
but that this right is now defeated by a ſub- 


ſequent act, entirely effected by their own 


agents abroad. The weight and juſtice of 
this argument I leave to your conſiderations. 
Before I quit this head, I muſt beg leave to 


take notice of the forms agreed on between the 


Company, and Mahomed Coffin Cawn, which 


may be ſeen in the Appendix, and by 


which it will appear, that Meer Jaffier was to 
remain Nabob to all purpoſes, except the exe- 


cutive part of the government, which was to 
0 1 be 
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be the province of the new Nabob. Tbis being 


the baſis of that revolution, if it may be ſq 
called, it will appear, that the Nabob, Meer 
Jaffier ſtill remained Nabob of Bengal; and it 
is well known, that he did till lately, reſide at 


the Company's factory, at Calcutta, in princely 


ſtate; and even ſuppoſing my Jaghire to be 


good no longer than the reign. of the perſon 
who granted it, it would be ſtill ſubſiſting. 


However, your Directors do now in effect 


declare, that they will retain my Jaghire for the 
benefit of the Great Mogul (who would cer- 


tainly be glad to receive it, as Coſſin Ally 


would readily give any directions touching 


that matter the Directors think proper to 
ſuggeſt to him) and that, in prejudice to me 


and their country; though they at the ſame 
time are influenced to retain the rents of the 


lands granted to them, not only by Coſſin 
Cawn, but alſo by the Nabob. Meir Jaffier, in 
prejudice to the Great Mogul. 
As to the zd reaſon; here I muſt beg leave 
to obſerve, that the titles of honour uſed in 
Europe, are unknown to the Indians; their 
titles of honour are diſtinguiſhed only by a 
4 number 


3 


E 


number of Azaras, or one thouſand, from two 


to ten thouſand horſe, which is the higheſt, and 
was the title of the ſon of the Great Mogul : the 


number of ſix thouſand expreſſes the dignity of 
an Omra, but not any leſs number ; and the 
equipage of the perſon on whom ſuch honours 
are beſtowed, are proportioned by the uſage of 


the country to his rank. Hence it will appear, 


that of neceſſity, no perſon can be ennobled in 
India, unleſs the rank and number he is ap- 
pointed to, be expreſſed in the patent; and 
this is a mere compliment, which does not 
tay any obligation on the part of the per- 
| fon receiving fuch honour, to render to the 
Mogul any. ſervices whatſoever ; and to af- 
firm the contrary, it muſt be preſumed that 
the Nabob, in the preſent caſe, applied to the 


Mogul to take me into his ſervice : who, in 


ſuch ſervice, might (if the emperor meant to 
| recover the ancient dominion of his empire, 


or the payment of his annual tribute) be em- 
ployed againſt the Nabob himſelf, if military 


ſervices were to be rendered to the Mogul; 
which would be an abſurdity to ſuppoſe. 


8 


* 


3 

But the true intent of the honour, was no 
more than a perſonal favour to me, and to give 
me rank amongſt the Princes and great men 
of that country; and may have been of ſervice 
to you in my negotiations and tranſactions with 
them. Monſieur Dupleix, the commander in 
chief of the F rench forces in India, obtained A: 

title of honour, inferior to mine, and had ſe- 

veral Jaghires granted him by the Nabob of 

the Decan in Lands, ceded to the French 

Company, which he enjoyed for ſeveral years 
* after he returned to Europe, and indeed until 
Fi | the lands, upon which the Jaghires were grant- 
ed, were taken from the French. And Mon- 
ſieur Dupleix conſidered his title of honour, as 
Fl an advantage to the French in thoſe parts. 
As to the 4th reaſon, it is well known, 
was 1 obliged to purſue my remedy in, the 
15 Mayor's Court, that the judges of that court- 
arc dependants upon the Company: a the appeal þ 
lies to their preſident and council, nay the 
lt perfon employed on my behalf, muſt be depen- ; 
1 dant on the Company. As to my reſorting to 
the courts of the 1 or the Nabob, no 


1 
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be inforced againſt the Company; and were theſe 
reaſons to prevail, every avenue to juſtice would 
be blocked up, and I ſhould enjoy the fatisfac- 
tion in my own mind, of having a right to 
what I now demand, without any" remedy to 
obtain it. 

1 ſhall end this memorial wich ſome obſer- 
vations on the Company's affairs, at the time 
the loſs of their poſſeſſions in Bengal happened, 
and the regaining thoſe poſſeſſions, with all 


their 278 great advantages. 

When the news of the misfortunes in Bengal 
frſt reached Madrals, the whole town was 
flung into a conſternation, equal to that of the 
Court of Directors, when the firſt advices of it 
were brought to England. I leave it to Mr. 
Payne, Who was then at the head of the Di- 
rection, to deſcribe what he and others ſuffer- 
ed from their apprehenſions for the Company. 
Indeed it is the general opinion, that nothing 
but the ſudden advice of the recovery of that 
valuable ſettlement, which followed ſo cloſe 
upon the news of its loſs, could have prevent- 
ed the Company's linking under ſuch a misfor- 
rune, [4.4 | 
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It was the unanimous opinion of the Go- 
vernor and Council of Madraſs, that the 
Company could not exiſt without their poſſeſ- 
fions in Bengal. The coaft of Coromandel 


was a burthen to them; . inſtead of defraying 
the Company's expences, out of the profits of 


its trade, it had incurred a debt of near half a 
million. Bombay and the Weſt Coaſt (free from 


all diſturbances) ſcarce paid their expences; fo 
that there remained only a few ſhips to China, 


for the Company's ſupport. Theſe conſide- 
rations, and a thorough perſuaſion that the 


Company muſt fall, if Bengal was not recovers 
ed; induced the Governor and Council of Ma- 
draſs, to ſend fuch a force as might anſwer that 
purpoſe :- I was the perſon fixed upon to exe- 
cute their deſigns; and as the force ſent was 


more than could be ſpared, conſiſtent with 
the ſafety of the Company's poſſeſſions on 


the coaſt of Coromandel, at that critical time 


(being juſt at the eve of a war with France) 


they inveſted me with a power, independant 


of the Governor and Council of Fort William, 
that when the Company were re-inſtated in 
cheir pollcftions, they might be able to recall 

f ſuch 


89 ] 
ſuch part of the forces under my command, as 
might be thought conſiſtent with the Com- 
pany's intereſt, in other parts of India. 
As ſoon as the ſufferers of Bengal were re. 
ſtored to their habitations, by the re- taking of 
Calcutta, and to peace, by the defeating of 
Surajah Dowla, they called upon me to give 
up that independant power, which the Gover- 
nor and Council of Madraſs had thought ne- 
ceſſary to intruſt me with, which demand 1 
covld not comply with, without being guilty 
of a breach of truſt. 
This circumſtance lad me under many 
difficulties, both with the gentlemen of Ben- 
gal and Madraſs. The Governor and Coun- 
eil of the latter had ſent me poſitive orders 
to return with a part of the forces under my 
command, after the capture of Charnagore, 
and not knowing the cauſe, could not account 
for my diſobedience: the many dreadful con- 
ſequences to which 1 expoſed myſelf, in caſe 
of a miſearriage, did not eſcape my reflec- 
tion. I was under theſe difficulties, when we 
began our march to dethrone Surajah Dowla. 


Mr. 
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- Mr. Watts had ſettled every thing with 
Meer Jaffier, and the other great officers of 


ſtate, who had all engaged in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, to declare themſelves, and join 
us with a large force, before we came to action. 
We marched within twenty miles of the Sou- 
bah's army, and then halted, to receive intel- 
ligence of the motions and intentions of our 
friends; when to our great ſurprize, Meer 
Jaffier gave us no hopes of his being able to 
join us, but expreſſed great apprehenſions of 
his and our letters being intercepted, and him- 
ſelf being put to death. I wrote repeatedly 
to him, to inſiſt upon his performing his en- 
gagements, and to Join us, if it was only with 
zoo men. This had no effect; I then called 
2 council of war, and put the queſtion, Whe- 
ther with our own forces alone, and without 
the proſpe& of aſſiſtance from Meer Jaffier, we 
ſhould march, and give the Nabob battle, and 


it paſſed in the negative. After this, I re- 


ceived a letter from Meer Jaffier, that the Na- 
bob ſuſpecting his deſigns, had made him ſwear 
on the Koran, that he would not fight againſt 
him, and that he could not give us his aſſiſt- 
ance, 


1 6 1 
ance. Let the Proprietors paint to themſelves 
what I muſt have ſuffered, under ſuch a com- 
plication' of diſtreſſed circumſtances; and let 
the Directors remember, that under all theſe 
diſadvantages, I took upon' me to march, and 
the' Engliſh arms alone gained the battle of 
Plaſſey. It is true, the Directors, in their firſt 
flow of gratitude, conferred upon me an ho- 
nour, I believe, never paid to any other be- 
fore, or ſince, by addrefling a letter of thanks 
to me alone, ſigned by the whole court; and 
that 1 might be convinced of the ſincerity 
of their ſentiments, they ſent no leſs than 
ſix or eight of them, which I have in my 
poſſeſſion. But as length of time, and cir- 
cumſtances, ſeem to have produced another 
way of thinking in theſe gentlemen, I hope 
the Proprietors will excuſe me, if I aſſert, for 
the laſt time, that by the great acquiſitions 
of wealth obtained by this event, and by the 
large ſums of money paid into their caſh, for 
bills, the Company were enabled to ſupply 
every exigence, and anſwer the demands of 
every ſettlement in India, during the whole 
courle of the war. To Madraſs alone, way 
. ſent 
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ſent upwards of 300, ooo l. which muſt | inevi- 
tably have fallen, without ſuch aſſiſtance; and 
with that place, all India, The Company who 
uſed to ſend to India ſeveral hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, in bullion, were relieved from 
that difficulty; which, at ſuch a juncture, they 
never could have ſurmounted; and from Fe- 
bruary, 1758, the time they received the ad- 
vice of our ſucceſs, to this day, they have 
ſent very little to the coaſt, and ſtill leſs to 
Bengal; ſo that this alone has been a ſaving to 
the nation of ſome millions ſterling. The 
lands ceded to the Company by Coſſin Cawn, 
and all the advantages gained by the depoſition 
of Meer Jaffier, muſt appear as much a conſe- 
quence of the battle of Plaſſey, as the advant- 
ages which were gained immediately after that 
victory: the whole amounting to 700, ooo l. a 
year, may, at 10 years purchaſe, be valued at 

” 7 millions ſterling ; the reſtitution made to the 
ſufferers of Calcutta, and what was given by 
Meer Jaffier to the navy, army, and others. 
may be reckoned at 2, ooo, ooo J. fortunes ac» 
quired ſince, at a moderate computation, 
x, ge the Company t n. likewiſe 
received 


11 
received from Surajah Dowla and Meer Jaffier, 
1,500, o00 l. upon the whole, a clear gain to the 
nation of twelve millions ſterling. 

1 ſhall conclude this ſubject with appealing to 


the Court of Directors, for the truth of theſe 1 
facts, and call upon them to declare whether 


they think without the battle of Plaſſey, and its 


conſequences, the Eaſt- India Company would 


have been at this time exiſting? As great 
numbers of the Proprietors may be unacquaint 
ed with theſe tranſactions, I hope they will ex - 
cuſe the neceſſity I have been under, of laying 

the whole before them, which I ſubmit to 
their conſideration, juſtice, and candour. 


CLIVE: 
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3. All the effects and faQories belonging to 


the French in the provinces of Bengal (the 
Paradiſe of nations) and Bahar and Orixa, 


' ſhall remain in the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh 3 


nor will I ever allow them any more to ſettle 
in the three provinces. \\ 

4th. In conſideration of the loſſes which the 
Engliſh Company have ſuſtained by the cap- 


ture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob 
and the charges occaſioned by the maintain- 


ance of their forces, I vill g oive them one crore 


of rupees. 


- 5th. For the effects 1 bow ah 
Engliſh: inhabitants of Calcutta, 100 to give 


fifty lacks of rupees. 5 


6th, For the effects plundered | from the 


Gentoos, Muſſulmen, and others, ſubjects of 


Calcutta, nen lacks of N ſhall be 


given. 
th. For the eflts;plindered f FER the Ar- 
menian inhabitants of Calcutta I will give the 


ſum of ſeven lacks of rupees. The diſtribu- 


tion of the ſums allotted the natives, Engliſh 
— — and Muſſulmen, ſnall be 
left 


„„ 
left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive Sabut 
Jung Behadr, and the reſt of the council, to be 
diſpoſed of by them to whom they think proper. 

8th. Within the Ditch which ſurrounds the 
borders of Calcutta are tracts of land, belong- 
ing to ſeveral Zemindars ; beſides this I will 
grant the Engliſh Company ſix hundred Cars 
without the ditch. 5 | 
9th. All the lands lying to the fourh of. 
| Calcutta, as far as Culpee, ſhall be under the 
i Zemindary of the Engliſn Company; ; and all 
the officers of thoſe parts ſhall be under their 
juriſdiction; the revenues to be paid by them 
(the Company) in the 1 manner wi other Zea 


mindars. 


10th. PRIEST 8 the Engliſh "' 
i liſtance, 1 will be at the charge of the main- 


tenance of their troops. 
11th, I will not ere& any new fortifications 
E below Hughly, near the river Ganges. 
12th, As ſoon as I am eſtabliſhed in the 
government of the three provinces, the afore- 
ſaid ſums ſhall be faithfully paid. 
| Dated I th Ramſan, i in the fourth year ot 
the reign. 
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His MAJESTY, T 


O NE Saturday t the 12th of Rebbeafiie, in 


the fourth of the glorious and happy 


zreignz and the I I 71 year of the, Hedgeree, | in 


the Keſſalla of t the Glory of the. Nobitity, and 


& +4 a 


Rapk, of Ameers,.t the. Shrine of Grandeur and 


Dignity ; 4. inftrudted both 1 in the. ways of Devo- 
tion and Wealth, to whom, the true Glory of 


| Religion and Kingdoms is known 1 the, earer 


of the Lance of * Fortirude and 3 the 


its Dependencies, to > hom it is intruſted. o 


3 3 


govern and aggrandize. 1 the Empire, and Con- 
Auctor of, Vigory.; 10 the more ue for che 


2 bet wt 


Life. TY the Councils. of Rake to 3 the 


moſt ſecret Receſſes of. the Myſteries of Go- 
vernment are diſcovered ; the Maſter of the 


Arts of Penetration and Circumſpection. the 
4 Bright- 


w 
* 


1 
Brightneſs of the Mirrour of Truth and Fide- 
lity, the Light of the Torch of Sincerity and 
Integrity, who is admitted toy and contributes 
to, the Detefminations of the Royal Couneils; 

2 Participator of the Secrets of the Penetralia 
of Friendſhip, Who preſides equally oyer the 
Sword and Pæn; Moderator. of the Affairs of 
the Earth. Fb a of the. Veyns of the mon 


„ Splenghr whe- Truſt of ng ings 
Champions of the Faith, the Glofy of Horſes 
in the Fields of War, and Adininiftrators of 
the Affairs of the immoveable Empire; Coun- 

ſellor of enlightened Wiſdom and exalted Dig- 
nity, adorned with F riendſhip and Honours, 
endowed with Dignity and Diſcretion. Pillar 
of the Dominions of Soloman, the Diſtributor 
of Glory, Buxey of the Empire, Ameer of 
Ameers, Hero of the Empire, Tiger of the 
Country, Mahmud Ahmeed Cawn, the brave 
Tiger of War, the Commander in Chief of the | 
Forces glorious by Victory; the Tiger of 
Hind, mighty in Battle. 


1 i: | 
F 
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And in the time of the Waga Magarree of 

the leaſt of the domeſtics of the Court of Glo- 
ry and Majeſty Sookaab. 85 

This was written, the command (above) was 

paſſed, that Colonel Clive, an European, be 
favoured with a Munſub of the rank of 60 

and 5000 horſe, and the title of Flower of 

the Empire, Defender of the Country, the 

2 Bravo firm in War.“ This was entered the 


roth day of Rebbeakume, ; in the 4th year, ac. 
_— to the INE? 1 


er 
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FORM 


FORM of the SIGNING, 


To the Glory of Nobility, and Rank of. Ameers, the Shrine 
4 Grandeur, Dignity inftrutted,' &c. Be it entered in the 
aka. . 3 


| Written on the Day above-mentioned of the ſame Moon, of 
the glorious happy Reign. | 
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Sun, 1171. The Servant of Allumgeer, 
the Warlike King, whoſe Glory is e- 
qual to that of Jumſhad, mighty in 
X War, the Flower of the Country, 
Chief of the Forces, the Glory 
| \ of Victory, the Tiger of Hind, 
Mahmud Ahmeed Cawn, 
the brave Tiger of War, / 


arree, on the 14th of Rabbaſams, ' 
he Fourth Year of his Ma- 


” Buxey of the Empire, 
> \ Ameer of Ameers, 
bl \ the Tiger of the 
" 1 Country, / 
21 ante, g, 


—. 


tered in the Books of Waka Pa- 


The Copy of this Sunnud was en- 


Sun, 1167, the Slave of) 
Alumgeer, the War- /_ 
like King, Soo- / 
Kkaab, Sun the / 
Firſt, 6 | a 
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jeſty's Reign. 
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NUMBER III. 


I758. 
Tranſiation of a Perwannah (or Order) from the 
' Nabob Shujah Ulmylk Hoſſum o'Dowla 
Meer Mahmud Jaffier Cawn Bahdr Mohabut 
Sung, to the Honourable Profi ident and Council, 


E, it known to the nobleſt of merchants, 
the Engliſh Company, That whereas the. 


Clary of the Nobility, Zubdut Ulmulk Nuſ- 


ſeera Dowla Colonel Clive Subat Jung Behadr, 
has beert honoured with a Munſub (or title) of 

the rank of 6000 and 5000 horſe fram the Im- 
perial Court, and has exerted himſelf, in con- 
junction with me, with the moſt ſteady at- 


- tachment. and in the moſt ſtrenuous manner, 


in the protection of the imperial territories ; 
in recompence thereof, the Pergana (or county) 
of Calcutta, Sc. belonging to the Chucta (or 
juriſdiction of Hughley, Sc. of the Sircar 


Sauntgaum, &c. (or treaſury) dependant on 


the Calſa Shereefa and Jagueer, amounting to 
two hundred and twenty-two thouſand nine 
kundred and fifty-eight S', R'. and ſomething 

: — more, 
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more, conferred by the Dewannee Son (or 
King's Lord Treaſurer of the province) on the 
Engliſh Company, as their Zemindarrie, com- 
mencing from the month Poos, (or December) 
in the eleven hundred and ſixty- fourth year of 
the Bengal ſtyle, from the half of the ſeaſon 
Rabbee Sooſcanneel, in the eleven hundred and 


fixty-fifth year of the Bengal ſtyle, is appointed 


the Jagueer of the glory of the nobility afore- 


ſaid, It behoves you to look upon the above- 
written perſon as the lawful . Jagueerda (or | 


Lord) of that place; and in the ſame manner 
as you formerly delivered in the due rents of 
the government, according to the Kiſsbundee, 
(or written agreement) into the treaſury of 


the court, and the Jagueer taking a receipt 


under the ſeal of the Drogha (or Receiver- 
General) and Muſhreef, and Treaſurer ; now 
in like manner you are regularly to deliver to 


the above-mentioned Jagueerdar the rents, 
according to the ſtated payments, and receive. 


a receipt from the aforeſaid perſon. Be punc- 
tual in the ſtriet execution of chis writing. 
— Written 


1 
Written the firſt of Zeckaida 6* ſun (or year) 
bf the reign. 


It is paſſed. (The Nabob's a) 
N. B. Endorſements. 


(The Royran' $ figning.) : 
D N 
Copied in the books of entered in the 
books of the Huzzoor, the Dewannee, 
the 1ſt of the 1ſt of the Mohurrum, 
the 6th ſun (or year) of the reign, the 
E the 6th of the reign. . 
Signed by the 8 
Peſhker, or Accomptant 
Secretary. „„ 
5 Signed by che Nabob Nloon. 


Explanation of the Terms uſed in Colonel C be D 
Perwannab for his Fagueer. 5 
Pendel, A warrant, or a letter from any 
perſon in a ſuperior ſtation to a dependant. 
 Munſul, A dignity. _ 
Calſa Sbertef, The office in which all the 
King's accounts are paſſed, 
 Fagueer, Tongs ages by the King for the 


main- 


r *»*»« — „ c Ot > Ars 1 ger 


. 

maintenance of a Munſubdar, or contradiſtinc- 

tion to the Calix. It ſignifies the revenues 

appropriated to the uſe of the e and 
his family. 

Dewannee, The Dewan is the King's agent 

for the collection of his revenues. 

Rebbee. The year in all public regiſters i is 
8 divided i into two ſeaſons, the one called Khe- 
rief, which comprehends the months : of Aſſin, 

Cartie, Aghun, Poos, Maug, Phagum; the 

other Cheif, Byſaac, Int, Aſſar, Sawun, Bha- 

dun. The latter half of the ſeaſon Relba 
commences 1ſt of the month Aſſar, on the 
12th of June, from which time the Jagueer : 
takes place, 

Hiſsbundte, A contract from the acquittance 
of a debt by ſtated payments. 

Huxzoor, Literally the preſence, applied by 

way of eminence to the Nabob's court. 

Ho oſkaneel, I have not had time to inform 

myſelf of the exact meaning of this word, but 

believe it to be the name of the preſent year, 
the regiſters of this empire accounting a per- 
petual revolution of twelve years, each of 

which is differently named. OR . 

| 9 


A LerTER to RonznT CLIVE, Eſq, | 


$ IR, 
UR moſt ſerious attention 1 been de- 
voted to the commands of our Ho- 
nourable Employers per Hardwick, naming 2 
rotation of Governors for the future manage- 
| ment of their affairs at this ſettlement ; and. hav- 
1 ing duly. weighed the nature of this regulation, 
with all its attending conſequences, a ſincere 
conviction of its being, in our preſent ſituation 
: and circumſtances, repugnant to the true inte- 
reſt of our Honourable Maſters, and the wel. | 
fare of the ſettlement. in general, obliges W. 
(though with the utmoſt reſpect a and deference) 
to believe, that had our employers been ap- 
prized of the preſent ſtate of their affairs in 
this kingdom, they would have placed the pre- 
fidentſhip in ſome one , perſon, as the cleareſt 
and eaſieſt method of conducting their con- 
gerns, as well as preſerving and maintaining 
the weight and influence the late happy revolu- 
tion has given us with the Soubah of theſe, pro- 


Vvinces; on which influence, at the preſent pe- 
riod, the intereſt and welfare of the Company 
2 | depends 
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ande in the higheſt degree at this aulewenr. 
The difficulties we may be liable to by a ro- 
tation in the executive part of government, 


with its conſequences, are. ſufficiently. obvious 
in our preſent ſtate of affairs: we will, how- 
ever mention, only a few points. The treaty 

with the Nabob not perftcted in all its branches; 


the. poſſeſſions of the lands incompleat; the 
ferttemerit in no paſture of defence; the French 


conſiderably. reinforced with military and a 
fleet; their deſigns with reſpect to Bengal hi- 


therta unknown; and: the impoſſibility of im- 


-ptaſſing a propet idea of this divided power in 


the minds of the Soubah and others of this 
kingdom, who: have at all times been aceuſ- 
tamect ta the government of a ſingle perſon. 
A little reflection will introduce many more, 
and clearly evince the neceſſity of this addreſs. 


The gentlemen nominated Governors, in the | 
Honourable Company's commands per Hard- 


wick, have the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude for 
the bonbur conferred on them by our Em- 
ployers in their appointment, but deem them- 
ſelves in duty bound, at this junRure of af- 


fairs, to wave all perſonal honours and advan- 


tages; 
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tages; and declare, as their ſentiment, That 


a rotation in the executive part of government, | 
for the foregoing reaſons, ' would be extremely 
prejudicial to the real intereſt of the Company; 
in which opinion we utianimouſly concur, . and 


judge it for the welfare of our Honourable Em- 


ployers, and of the ſettlement in general, to 
deviate in this inſtance from the commands of 
our Honourable Maſters, and fix the. Preſi- 
dentſhip in a ſingle en till we bear fur- 
ther from Europe. 5 5 
Your being at as head of the General 


Committee, (in the letter of the zd of Au- 


guſt laſt) eſtabliſhed at that time for conduR- 
ing the Company? s affairs in Bengal z your 


eminent ſervices, abilities, and merit, together 
with your ſuperior weight and influence with 


the preſent Soubah and his officers,” are motives 
which have great force with us on this occa- 
fion, and all concur in pointing out you as the 
perſon beſt able to render our Hon. Employers 
neceſſary ſervice at this juncture, till they ſhall 
make their further pleaſure known, by the ap- 
en of a Preficept for their affairs here. 
Theſe 


A 
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Theſe reaſons-urge us to make you an offer 
of. being Preſident of the Company's affairs in 
Bengal, till a perſon is appointed by the Ho- 
nourable Company ; and we flatter ourſelyes 
you will be induced to accept of our offer, from 
your wonted regard to the intereſt of our Ha- 
nourable e Employers, and zeal for the welfare of 


„ 3-4. 


their affairs, which, we doubt not, you are, as 
well as ourſelves, convinced will be much pre- 
N judiced by a rotation in the executive part of 

government. | 


We want your reply, and have the honour 
to be, 


STR. 4 
Your moſt obed, and moſt kumb. Servants: 
| o 
Fort William, . 05 Manningham, 
26th June, 1758. Rich. Beecher, 
„ M. Collett. 
W. Mackett. 


Tho. Boddam. 
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'neſday, February 6, 1754. Minutes of 


the Committee . of Correſpondence, dated the 


stb inſtant, being read, ir was unanimouſly | 
* Reſolved, That a ſword ſer with diamonds, 


to the value of Zool, be preſented by the Court 


-S Ib 


to Capt. Robert Clive, - as a token of their 
eſteem, for him, and ſenſe of his üngulars 3 


1 Luo 11. - 


vices to the Company upon the coaſt of. Co- 


romandel. 1 7 2 


At @ general Count 121 on Wedel ay, 
Deceth 21, 1757) on a my and _the 


queſtion being put, oe: Ans 


Refotvet, That the Thanks of this General 
Court be gen to Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, for i er eminent and ſignal ſervices to this 


Coinpany. 


At a General Court held on Wedneſday, 
Sept. 24, 1760, the Chairman from the Court 
of Directors informed this Court, that ſuch 

impor- 
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important ſervices had been rendered to the 
Company in the Eaſt-Indies by Vice- Admiral 
Pocock, and the Colonels Clive and Lawrence, 
as appeared from the accounts formerly laid 
before this Court, and lately received, to de- 
mand ſome farther marks of the Court's ſenſe 
thereof than had been already expreſſed; and 
moving the Court thereupon, it was on the 
queſtion _ 
Reſolved e That the thanks of this 
Court be given to Vice-Admiral Pocock, Co- 

lonel Robert Clive, and Colonel Stringer Law- 

| rence, for their many eminent and fignal ler- 
vices to this Company. ; 

And another motion being made, 

Ordered, That the Chairman, and Deputy- 
Chairman, wait upon thoſe Gentlemen, and 
acquaint them with this mark of this Courts 
great regard for their ſervices. 

And another being made, it was on the 
queſtion 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That cha Spahn and 
Deputy, when they wait upon Vice-Admiral 


Pocock, Colonel Clive, and Colonel Lawrence, 
| G Will 
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will deſire thoſe Gentlemen to give their con- 
ſent that their Portraits, or Statues, be taken, 
in order to be placed in ſome conſpicuous parts 
of this Houſe; that, their eminent and ſignal, 
ſervices to this Company, may be ever had 
in remembrance. 
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NUMBER [. 

Copy of the Company's Letter to Colonel Civ, 
dated March 8, 1758. 

'S x2 

UR ſentiments of gratitude for the 

many great ſevices you have rendered to 

this company, together with the thanks of the 

General Court, have been hitherto conveyed 

thro* the channel of our general letters, but 


the late extraordinary and unexpected revolu- 
tion in Bengal, in which you had fo great a 


ſhare of action, both in the Cabinet and the Field, 
merits our more particular regard; and we do 


_ accordingly embrace this opportunity of re- 
turning you our moſt ſincere and hearty thanks 


for the zeal, good conduct, and intrepidity, 


which you have ſo eminently exerted on this 
glorious occaſion, as well as for the great and 
ſolid advantages reſulting therefrom to the Eaſt- 


India Company. 
We earneſtly wiſh your health may permit 


your continuance in India for ſuch further term 


as will give you an opportunity of ſecuring 

the foundation you have Jaid, as likewiſe to 

give your aſſiſtance in putting the company's 
2 Mercanlile 
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Mercantile and Civil Afairs on a proper and ad- 


vantageous footing, upon the plans now tranſ- 
mitted. 


For this purpoſe, as well as in conſideration 
of your eminent ſervices, we have appointed 


you, Governor and Preſident of Fort William in 
Bengal, and its dependencies, in the manner 


mentioned in the General Letter by. this con- 
veyance; to which we have annexed an addi- 
tional allowance of One Thouſand Pounds a 
year, as 2 teſtimony of our great regard for 
you. We are, 
Your loving Hinds 


| Loxpon, March 8. 
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. Dorrien, John Payne, 
0. Steevens, _ Lav. Sulivan, 


Charles Chambers, ]. Raymond, 
John Browne, Chriſ. Burrow, 5 


M. Weſtern, M. Impey, 
Hen. Hadley, John Manſhip, 
Timothy Tullie, Tho“. Phipps, 
Cha'. Gough, John Raymond, 


Tho'. Saunders, Rob. Jones. 
75 the Hon. Robert ads Eſq; 
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NUMBER IL LIE 
Company s General Letter t0 Ben gal, dated 
_ March 8, 1763. 
N our Letter of the 3d inſtant, we 
- lamented the ſituation of the many 
unhappy people who had loſt their property on 
the capture of Fort William, and had no re- 
lief from the treaty concluded with the late 
Nabob; in compaſſion to their ſufferings we 
recommended your applying to him on their 
behalf for relief, if you had the leaſt probabi- 
' lity of ſucceeding. It is with great pleaſure 
we find, that the late happy revolution and 
your care, have produced what we had very 
little reaſon to expect from the late Nabob. 
A grant from the preſent Nabob of ſuch 
large ſums to make good the loſſes of the ſe- 


veral inhabitants, as we are ſatisfied are much 
more than ſufficient to indemnify them, even 
with intereſt thereon. Altho' the Nabob gives 
the company a crore of rupees, yet when the 
immenſe expence of maintaining the ſettle- 
ment at Fulta, the military charges of our 
troops from F ort St. George and Bombay, and 


the 


Paragraph 
the 23d. 


[ 86 J 
the hazard thoſe Preſidencies have been ex- 
poſed to by drawing them off from thence, 
the charges of fortifications and rebuildings, 
replacing ſtores, increaſe of our garriſon, the 
loſs of a ſeaſon's inveſtments, if not more, and 
many other obvious particulars are taken into 
the account, it will appear that the Company 
will ſtill be conſiderable ſufferers : It is highly 

| reaſonable therefore, if the ſeveral inhabitants 
are paid out of the money ſtipulated in the 
treaty with the Nabob for that purpoſe, the 
full amount of their reſpective loſſes, together 
with intereſt thereon, that all the ſurplus ſnould 
be applied to the Company s Uk. We ſhall 

expect to hear you have acted in this manner, 
and that ſuch ſurplus has been accordingly de- 
poſited in our caſh; and we direct that you 
obſerve this as a rule for your conduct, in the 
diſtribution of any further ſums of money on 
this account. We do not intend by this to 
break in upon any ſums of money which 
have been given by the Nabob to particular 
perſons by way of free gift or gratuity for their 


ſervices, it is the ſurplus of the ſums we mean 
which are agreed to be paid by the Nabob in 
5 the 


„ 


8 


1 T9] = 

the 5th, 6th, and 7th articles of the treaty with 
him. It is thought proper here to acquaint 
you, that ſuch ſurpluſſes, whatever they are, 
we propoſe to expend in ſuch manner, as will 
tend to the general utility and ſecurity of the 
ſettlement, they are therefore to be reſerved 
for our farther orders : And you are hereby 
directed to tranſmit us, for our. information, 
exact accounts of every perſons loſs, whether 
Engliſh or other inhabitants, on the late cap- 
ture of Fort William, and what has been paid 
to each of them in particular, by way of in- 
demnification for the ſame, out of the moneys 
granted by the Nabob for that purpoſe. 
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E e of a Treaty between the Nabob Meer 


Mahmud Coſſin Cawn and the Company. 


{Company* 9 Meer Mahmud ) 
1 Seal. Coſſin Cawn Bahader.) 


WO treaties have been written of the 
fame tenor, and reciprocally exchanged, 


Mb the articles undermentioned, be- 
tween Meer Mahmud Coflin Cawn Bahader, 
and the Nabob Sheemſo dowla Bah ader, Go- 


vernor, and the reſt of the Council for the Af. 


fairs of the Engliſh Company, and during the 
life of Meer Mahamud Coffin Cawn Bahader, 
and the duration of the factories of the Eng- 
| liſh Company in this Country, this agreement 


ſhall remain in force. Gov is witneſs between 
us that the following articles ſhall in no wiſe 
be infringed by either party. 

Article T. The Nabob, Meer Mahmud Ja." 
fier Cawn Bahader, ſhall continue in poſſeſſion 
of his dignities, and all affairs be tranſacted in 
his name, and a ſuitable | income be allowed for 
his expences. 

Art. II. The Neàbut of the Subadarne of 
Bengall, Azemabad, and Ceriſſa, Se. ſhall 
be conferred by his Excellency (the Nabob) 

: on 


1 89 1 
on Meer Mahmud Coffin Cawn Bahader ; he 
Mall be veſted with the adminiſtration of all : 
affairs of the provinces, and, after his Excel- 
lency, he ſhall proceed to the Government. 

Art. III. Betwixt us, and Meer Mahamud 
Coſſin Cawn Bahader, a firm friendſhip and 
union is eſtabliſhed ; his enemies are our ens⸗ 
mies, and his friends are our friends. 

Art. IV. The Europeans and Talinges of 
the Engliſh army, ſhall be ready to aſſiſt the 
Nabob Meer Mahamud' Coſſin Cawn Bahader, 
in the management of all affairs; and, in all 
affairs dependant on him, they ſhall exert them 
ſelves to the utmoſt of-their abilities. 

Art. V. In all charges of the Company, 
and of the ſaid army and provinces. for the 
filled, Ge. the lands of Burdwan and Mi- 
napoor, and Chittagaum ſhall be aſſigned, and 

ſunnuds for that purpoſe ſhall be written and 

granted: the Company is to ſtand to all loflesz 
- and receive all the profics of theſe three coun- 
tries; and we will demand no more than the 
three alignments aforeſaid, _- . 

| Art. VI. One half of the FEVER pro- 
duced at Sllet for three years, ſhall be pur- 
oe - y- \ chaſed 
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chiſed by the Gomaſtah of the Company kom 


the people of the Government, at the cuſto- 


mary rate of that place. The tenants and in- 
habitants of thoſe diſtricts ſhall receive no in⸗ 


Jurys . 
Art. VII. The ballance of the former tu- 


neaw ſhall be paid according to the kiſtbundee 


agreed upon with the Royroyans; the jewels 


which have been 7 ſhall be been back 
again. 


Art. VIII. We will not allow the tenants 


of the Sircan to ſettle in the lands of the Eng- 
liſh Company; neither ſhall the tenants of the 
Company be allowed to ſettle in the lands of 


the Sircan. ” 
Art. IX. We will give no protection to the 


| An: of the Sircan in the lands, or in 


the factories of the Company; neither ſhall any 
protection be given to the dependants of the 
Company in the Lands of the Sircan; and 
whoſoever ſhall fly to either party for ame, 
ſhall be given up. 

Art. X. The nk for the war or peace 


With the Shah Zada, and raiſing ſupplies of 


money, and concluding both theſe points, ſhall 
| | be 


LD 
be weighed in the ſcale of reaſon, and what- 
ever is judged expedient ſhall be put in execu- 
tion; and it ſhall be ſo contrived, by the joint 
Cou nſellors, that he be removed from this 
country, nor ſuffered to get any footing in it: 
whether there be peace with the Shah Zada or 
not, our agreements with Meer Mahamud 
Cawn Bahader, we will (by the Grace of God) 
inviolably obſerve, as long as the Engliſh- 
Company factories continue in this country. 
Dated the 17th of the month Jeffer, in the 
year 1 174 of the Ugira, : 1 


(Sign manual of Meer Mahamud Coffin 
Cawn.) This was ſealed on the 18th = 
of the month of Jeffer, in the eleven 
hundredth and 74th year of the Ucjra, 
and the propoſals are agreed to, 
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